Loving God with
- All Your Mind

| A Guide to Christian Critical Thinking:
,«i ’ Discernment, Faith, and Reason.
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The Church Cannot Afford Passivity

We live in an age of information overload and ideological confusion. To
survive, faith must move from “belief by custom” to “conviction by truth.”

= N 1. Information Overload: Amidst contradictory doctrines and
@ fake news, discernment is the only filter for truth.

“Your Truth.” The Church must skillfully articulate “The Truth”

@ 2. Postmodern Relativism: The culture champions “My Truth” vs.
(Objective Reality).

to think critically. If the Church does not train the mind, it loses

3. The Youth Exodus: Secular education teaches young people
loses the next generation.

Key Insight:
Postmodernism asks the right questions about power and identity but

provides the wrong answers. Christian critical thinking engages the
questions but answers with the mind of Christ.
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Defining the Term: Secular vs. Christian

Critical thinking is a tool. Its value depends entirely on its foundation.
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(il Secular Critical Thinking

\ //\ / Human centered.

Starts with human reason and empirical

Foundation evidence. “Man is the measure.”

The Goal Seeks functional or consensual truth.
View of Human mind is the supreme reference
Humanity point.

>~ Christian Critical Thinking
L/,[ -\ Revelation centered.

Uses reason but submits to Revelation.
“Christ is the measure.”

Seeks to know God, love Truth, and
avoid deception.

Values reason but acknowledges sin
and self-deception.

i

The secular thinker says, ‘I am the judge of truth.’ The Christian thinker
says, ‘God is the judge, and I use my mind to align with Him.’




ord Commands Us to Think

The Gold Standard: The

Bereans (Acts 17:11)
“Now these Jews were more noble

o than those in Thessalonica; they
o received the word with all
NS WS B :
e cJ‘S: S\ e,\%;e%%ﬁxaﬁxw, eagerness, examining the Scriptures
o 2™ daily to see if these things were so.”

- Insight: They were called “noble”
specifically because they verified
the teaching.
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The Apostolic Mandates

OO “ SR “*“ﬁ‘i‘;ﬁ 1 Thessalonians 5:21: "Test
W ~_1.‘-"~“":1_ Lot ~%  everything; hold fast what is good.” (A
> ) _ = continuous pattern of analysis).
- o . 1John 4:1: “Test the spirits to see
"f' h " : whether they are from God.” (Do not

P _
A_‘l -q_‘__': " swallow every doctrine).

Summary Line: Using our minds is not rebellion; it is obedience. e ol
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Discernment in Action: Biblical Case Studies

4 )
“Do not judge by A Paradigm Shift
appearances” Peter had to re-examine
(John 7:24) his tradition (unclean

animals) and adjust his
theology when faced with
new revelation from God
(Acts 10).

Jesus commanded us to
evaluate fruits and
intentions, not just
surface words.

Standing Against
Consensus

Jeremiah and Micaiah
analyzed the ‘pleasant
messages’ of the majority,
realized they contradicted
God, and rejected them.

Reverent
Questioning

Asking “Why?” and “How
long?” is not rebellion, but

a critical search to
understand God's justice.
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Illuminated Editorial

The Historical Anchor:
St. Thomas Aquinas

The "Angelic Doctor" who demonstrated that Faith
perfects Reason.

**The Synthesis**
e Aquinas argued that reason is a gift from God.

- Grace Perfects Nature: Faith does not annul our natural
reasoning abilities; it heals them and brings them to their full
potential.

- The Summa Theologica: A model of rigorous questioning.
Aquinas would steel-man his opponents' arguments (articulate
them better than they could) before dismantling them with Truth.

Legacy Note: His work laid the foundation for the idea that
L] believing in God is intellectually coherent. He utilized
Aristotelian logic to serve Divine Revelation.
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1. Motion [ &
%

There must be a Prime
Mover.

2. Cause )

There must be a First
Cause.

3. Necessity
There must be a Necessary &
Being (contingency cannot

go on forever). /=9 % \ 4 Perfection

" There must be a maximum
standard of Good/Truth.

5. Design

The order of the universe
implies an Intelligent
Designer.

The Critical Twist
(Intellectual Honesty)

- The “Taxi Fallacy”: Critics
ask, "What caused God?”
(Aquinas argues for
simultaneous dependence,
not just a timeline).

- Scientific Updates: Physics
has changed our view of
“motion,” yet the
philosophical logic of
contingency remains.

LLI *Takeaway*: These are not
scientific proofs, but rational

demonstrations that faith is
grounded in logic.
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The Pulpit: Preaching that Trains the Mind

The sermon shouldn't just tell people what to think, but model how to think.

Three Key Techniques:
show Your Work -

Explain why the text means what it means.
Discuss context, grammar, and history. Don't
just give the answer; show the equation.

2. Ask the Room g

Pose questions: “What do we usually assume
about this verse?” or “Why might a skeptic

reject this?”

=] 3. Humility E
= £ The preacher submits to the text. If the Bible

contradicts our tradition, the Bible wins. This
teaches that Truth is objective.
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 The Environment: Creating a Culture of Questions

The Church must be a safe harbor for honest doubt.

| ey @ L
The “Berean Check” Safe Spaces Redefining Doubt

Encourage the congregation Create small groups Doubt is not the enemy of
to read the text at home to specifically for hard faith; silence is. Contrast
verify the sermon. Verifica- qguestions: Science, destructive skepticism with

: tion is not an insult; it is Suffering, Hell, and constructive questioning
L | biblical diligence. § % other religions. § (Psalms of Lament).
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@ Hermeneutics: Reading Responsibly
/]
Exegesis Eisegesis
(Truth) (Opinion)
2 5 0
Interpretation vs. Tradition vs. Literalism vs.
Manipulation Biblical Truth Literary Context
Are we reading out of the Just because “we've always Reading responsibly means
text (Exegesis) or reading said it,” doesn't mean it's understanding genre. We do not
our own ideas into the text biblical. We must measure read poetry (Psalms) with the
(Eisegesis)? tradition against Scripture.  same rules we read history (Acts).
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Emotional & Spiritual Health f

Applying critical thinking to our internal world.

Testing Experiences Confronting Recognizing Bias
Subjective “prophetic words” or Toxic Thoughts We all wear lenses. Are we viewing i ‘
emotional impressions must be Dismantle lies like “ am God through the lens of our trauma, |§i#
tested against Scripture. Does it worthless” by challenging ~ our culture, or our politics? We must (§9) |
align with God's character? them with Biblical evidence. ~ acknowledge our bias to see Truth. @
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Engaging the Culture
Being in the world, but thinking with the mind of Christ.

—_— WD —— —_— WD —— —_— W R {
Ethics & Justice The Digital Age Family & Finance &
Navigating Bioethics, Al, The Christian must be a Resisting consumer 5_

and Sexuality by applying lover of truth, refusing culture. Raising children 7
Biblical Biblical to share unverified who ask "Why?" and not R

principles, not just outrage, fake news, or just "Yes." Teaching >

political ideologies. conspiracy theories. stewardship over greed. \
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Unity vs. Uniformity: )
We can disagree on secondary issues while retaining unity in Christ. ; |
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Summary: The Goal of Christian Thought
We do not think critically to be cynical; we think critically to be faithful.

To tand firm agalnst false

To love Him with the mind |

IS to seek Him in truth. //E j S\ doctrines and cultural drifts.

.. To Love Others _j
To offer the world well-reasoned answers for the hope that is in us.

—= % “Test everything; hnld fast what is good.” %Ef —




: “Love the Lord your God with all

)
|  your heart... and W1th all yourmind.” |
G -~ —Matthew 22:37 |}
% = | R

(
Test everything; hdld fast what is good. L
— 1 Thessalonians 5:21
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